Second primary lesions in the biliary tree after successful resection of ampullary carcinoma.
Two patients are described who had an adenocarcinoma at the site of the hepaticojejunostomy 5 and 15 years after pancreaticoduodenectomy for an ampullary adenocarcinoma. Both patients had symptoms and signs of biliary obstruction. Both tumors were identified by upper endoscopy and resected at laparotomy. In both patients the tumor was considered a new primary carcinoma rather than a recurrent or metastatic carcinoma. Evidence to support this was the finding of an intraepithelial component of the tumor in the resection specimens of both patients, the fact that the tumors were on the luminal side of the distal bile duct in both cases, lack of other evidence of recurrent or metastatic tumor, and the time interval between the pancreaticoduodenectomy and the development of the new tumor.